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A QUARTERLY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER  
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OMD 2030  is a community organisation whose mission is to assist stakeholders to 

transform Oranjemund from an economy dependent on one industry  to an 

economically  diverse and culturally rich town, where citizens participate in building 

their own community and take pride in their collaborative and individual successes 

CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY 
Welcome to our latest newsletter 
The i  is OMD 2030õs community newsletter, designed to 

keep the citizens of Oranjemund informed about local 

events, local people, local  places and community 

projects. In this issue we feature The Hub Market opening, 

our OMD 2030 Recycling Project and ghostly tales from 

Hohenfels. Our local person in the spotlight is Mara Beukes, 

Principal of Ambosius Amutenya Combined School. She will 

be telling us about her concerns and hopes for the future of 

Oranjemund and why she backs the MakeANoise safety 

initiative We would also like to  introduce our new column, 

the  Community Corner. Here, you will find  important 

information such as emergency telephone numbers and in 

this edition we will also be focusing on personal safety. OMD 

2030  has joined the Namibian  MakeANoise  Community  

Safety and Crime Prevention Initiative.  Read more about 

this in the Community Corner and  also take the opportunity  

during March and April to come into The Hub and order a 

personal safety alarm  from the OMD 2030 shop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out more on the following pages: 

  Page 

News   2 

People   5 

Places   7 

Projects   5 

Community Corner                                                    11 

OMD 2030 Contact Information                            12 

OMD 2030 is your community organisation and The i 
is your community newsletter. 

We would love to hear your suggestions for future OMD 

2030 projects and  topics that you would like to see 

featured in upcoming editions of The i . Please help us on 

our journey to Making A New Oranjemund by contacting 

us at info@omd2030 with your ideas. 

 

At OMD 2030 our aim is to Connect Our Community by: 

ÅBeing a voice to/of/for the community 

ÅHelping to develop a sense of community 

ÅSupporting other stakeholders 

ÅExhibiting best practice of what a community can be 

 

Local Children Enjoying The Hub Market Opening 
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THE i  - NEWS: CONGRATULATIONS ORANJEMUND 

Namibian Town Of The Year Finalist For Two Consecutive Years 

In 2018 Oranjemund was crowned Namibia Small 

Town of the Year after a successful campaign 

spearheaded by OMD 2030, and supported by many 

key stakeholders including Oranjemund Town Council 

(OTC), Namdeb and Oranjemund community members. 

This year, the Oranjemund campaign to become Town of 

the Year is being driven by OTC, and OMD 2030 is one 

of the important stakeholders collaborating with them. 

The theme for this yearôs competition is ñWorking 

towards a cleaner town in Namibiaó. Once again 

Oranjemund has reached the final of this competition, 

where they will be joined by Ondangwa, Swakopmund, 

and Walvis Bay. All four finalists for the 2019 NTY have 

been invited to showcase their recycling programmes at 

the Namibian Tourism Expo in June, at the  end of which 

the  2019 winners will be announced. OMD 2030 is 

proud to have launched the Oranjemund Recycling 

Initiative  in December 2018 and we look forward to 

supporting OTC in the Namibia Town of the Year 

competition 2019.  

You can read more about our recycling programme 

on pages 9 and 10 of The i . 
Oranjemund Recycles!  Full recycling bins less 

than one month after the project started 

THE i NEWS: LEARN TO LIVE LOCAL 

Hub Market  & Community Centre  - Our Community Space 
Friday 8th February was a very important day for 

OMD 2030, as the US Ambassador to Namibia, Lisa 

Johnson officially opened the Hub Market and 

Community Centre. The construction of this facility 

was made possible due to a grant we received from the 

Ambassadorôs  Self-Help Fund. We believe that our Hub 

Market has the potential to make a significant difference 

to the livelihood of local vendors, who can now sell their 

food and crafts to local people and visitors alike in a 

safe and friendly community space. 

The Hub Market and Community Centre concept was 

designed and over seen by local volunteer Helena Penda, 

who envisioned an attractive open market in a welcoming 

space, where people can meet and children can safely 

play.  Apart from the ten market stalls available for hire, 

there is a braai area and fire pit, available for private 

functions, a childrenôs entertainment area, and picnic  

tables where people can  relax and enjoy each otherôs 

company.  What are you waiting for? Bring your 

friends, grab your lunch and meet at The Hub! 
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THE i NEWS: HUB MARKET OPENING 

Hub Market & Community Centre Provides Local Opportunities 

The Mayor of Oranjemund, Cllr. Henry Coetzee urged 

the Oranjemund community to make good use of the 

Hub Market and Community Centre and embrace the 

òLearn to Live Localó theme by bringing local produce, 

crafts and food to sell, buying from the stallholders  and 

using the free facilities to rest, meet friends and catch up 

with the latest news, in his speech that marked its opening 

recently. He also thanked Ambassador Johnson for the US 

grant that made  this project possible and for making the 

time to personally perform the opening ceremony. He 

reported that the Market and Community Centre was built 

by Oranjemund contractors, with additional work carried out 

by local volunteers and overseen by community members. 

The successful completion of this facility is truly an example 

of   Learning  to Live Local. During her speech, Ambassador Lisa Johnson 

explained that the US Embassy only funds projects that 

are genuinely community driven, will provide economic 

benefit to a community and  will be self-supporting and 

sustainable. Whilst town transformation remains a 

challenge, the Ambassador recognised that projects like 

The Hub Market and Community Centre are important in 

supporting Oranjemundôs economic  diversification beyond 

mining. Before officially opening the new facility, she 

applauded OMD 2030 for òcoming up with creative 

solutions, thinking about whatõs next and working to 

ensure Oranjemundõs future  is a bright oneó. 

The Mayor of Oranjemund, Cllr. Henry Coetzee  

Top ð Ambassador Johnson Speaking at the opening 

Bottom ðHelena Penda (Volunteer OMD 2030 Project Manager), 

Ambassador Johnson & The Mayor of Oranjemund, Cllr. Henry 

Coetzee open the Hub Market  
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THE i NEWS: CULTURAL NIGHT MARKET 

Donõt Miss This Date ð Friday 29th March 2019 

Please join us on Friday 29th March 2019 for our next 

Community Night Market. We are still accepting 

applications for our market stalls from different cultural 

groups. Please take up our invitation to sell your cultural 

crafts, textiles and foods, or come and browse our stalls, 

buy refreshments and meet up with your friends. The 

Community Centre has a childrenôs entertainment area to 

keep our younger community members happy and a cash 

bar will also be available on the evening. Futree 

Community Garden will also be selling their surplus 

produce, so please come along and support  this local 

event.  Letõs Connect Our Community, whilst Learning 

To Live Local. 

 For more information, please come to the Information 

Centre at The Hub, or contact us at 

info@omd2030.com  

 

 

OMD 2030 Cultural Evening 29th March, 

Save the Date! 

Night Market Calendar 2019 
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THE i : OMD 2030 PEOPLE 

Staff, Management Committee & Members 

Reverend Brendell, the Chairperson of the OMD 2030 

Management Committee (MC) reports on their latest 

activities.   

Welcome everyone to the first edition of The i  for 2019  

and  also welcome to Gift Kandukira, our newest 

member of the MC  team. During our last meeting, we 

elected the following  office bearers for 2019 , 

 

Chairperson           Reverend Brendell 

Vice Chairperson         Nande Nickenor 

Treasurer           Leena  Ndashaala 

Secretary           Sheena Mouton-Schwartz 

MC Member           Gift Kandukira 

 

The year has started very successfully with the opening 

of The Hub Market and Community Centre. Nande 

Nickanor represented the MC at the opening ceremony, 

during which he thanked the Oranjemund community for 

believing in the OMD 2030 vision. We would also like to 

thank Namdeb for believing in us and providing us 

with significant funding for 2019.  This money will go a 

long way to helping us to achieve our project goals this 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the MC, the OMD 

2030 Members also play a key 

role with guiding the organisation 

forwards. We have recently sent 

out invitations to seven more  

potential members and we hope 

to introduce them to you in our 

next edition of The  i  . 

Gift Kandukira 

OMD 2030õs New Management 

Committee Member 

OMD 2030 Staff 
The OMD Staff Team would like to introduce you to 

our newest member, Dené Kisting, a local community 

volunteer who will be working with us for the next few 

months. 

 

The Hub Community 

Centre has been created 

for the people, by the 

people. We encourage 

everyone to become 

involved with Making a 

New Oranjemund.  Visit 

The Hub and talk to the 

staff, get to understand 

why we are here and how 

we are working to  Connect 

Our Community.  Give us 

your ideas for new projects 

and let us know how we 

can help our town  to make 

progress. Alternatively, 

contact us by email at 

info@omd2030.com and let 

us know  how we can best 

move forward and embrace 

the future. 

Rev. R. A. Brendell 

 

Dené, in front of The Hub Market stalls 

Dené is an Oranjemunder who completed her schooling 

at Oranjemund Private School (OPS) before  attending  

Stellenbosch University where she studied for a BA 

(Hons) in Geography and Environmental Studies, 

followed by a  Masters in Urban and Regional Planning. 

We are delighted to welcome Dené to our staff team 

and look forward to working with her in the months to 

come. She is already using her skills to help us design 

an Oranjemund tourism map and she is also contacting 

potential Oranjemund Tourism Operators who are 

interested in providing activities for visitors. You can 

read more about this on page 8. Dené is keen to use 

this volunteering opportunity to develop new skills, 

gain valuable work experience and  give back 

something to her own community. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering for OMD 2030, 

come and speak to one of the staff team at The 

Hub, or alternatively, contact our office  via email at 

info@omd2030.com   
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