OMD 2030 FEBRUARY 2018 NEWSLETTER

ORANJEMUND: A UNIQUE TOWN THRIVING ON NEW POSSIBILITIES
OMD 2030 is a collaborative programme between the public sector, private sector and
civil society designed to guide Oranjemund through its town transformation process
and open up a wealth of new opportunities. This issue of the newsletter focuses
on exciting innovative projects devised to increase tourism and enhance
agricultural potential. It also explains how readers can help to make
Oranjemund the Namibian Small Town Of The Year.

EXCITING NEW CHAPTER FOR OMD 2030
Oranjemund Tourism Centre Opens
The Hub, home of OMD 2030, at No. 18, 7th Avenue
(next door to the Museum) has opened its own
Tourism Information Centre in order to enrich the
tourism experience for visitors and help local
people maximise their tourism products. Although
the centre has only just opened we are working
hard to provide a high-quality service, so if you are
a visitor to Oranjemund please come in and have
a chat. We can direct you to the best places to stay,
where to go to eat, what to visit and where to just relax
and enjoy the scenery.
In addition, local people involved in tourism are
encouraged to contact us so that we can help to
promote your product. Please come and tell us
what you have on offer. Drop in, or contact Debbie
on: 081 6522555 or d.virting@gmail.com

Other exciting plans we have, include making The
Hub a focal point for the whole community. We are
currently selling OMD 2030 merchandise and have a
small conference room available for community
groups and business use. We will also be hosting
events such as local art and photography exhibitions,
farmer’s markets and coffee mornings and will be
opening a craft centre very soon. Keep a look out for
information about these events and come and
support them. If you would like to book the meeting
room, buy some merchandise, find out more
information about the craft centre or suggest an event
that we could host, please come along to The Hub, or
contact us on 081 6522555 or info@omd2030.com

Our opening hours are:

THE HUB: STAFF MEMEBERS DEBBIE VIRTING AND
ELMARIE SNYMAN
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09:00 – 16:00
Monday to Friday

Hospitality Ambassadors
Receive Certificates
The Mayor of Oranjemund , His Worship Councillor
Henry Coetzee handed out certificates to the
successful participants of the Namibian University of
Science and Technology (NUST) Hospitality Training
Course, during a ceremony held at The Hub to
celebrate their success.
Many of the course
participants operate home catering businesses,
others work in accommodation establishments and
restaurants, whilst a further group provides the
initial point of contact for customers visiting the
shop or business in which they work. As a result of
this training they are all equipped with important
customer service skills which makes them a
valuable asset to the community and ambassadors
for the town. Congratulations to everyone who
attended the course.

Top: EVA TJIVEZE RECEIVING HER CERTIFICATE
Bottom: HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR, OMD 2030 STAFF, AND
HOSPITALITY TRAINING GRADUATES

Oranjemund: A Regional Tourism
Destination

LESSER FLAMINGO AND GREAT WHITE PELICANS
ARRIVING BACK AT THE ORANGE RIVER MOUTH
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During the December holidays and throughout
January, Oranjemund welcomed visitors from all
over Namibia and South Africa. Whilst many
came to catch up with family and friends, others
were curious to explore our unique town and
surrounding area, both of which were off-limits to
tourists until last October .
Camping, fishing and braaiing at the beach and
along the river proved popular activities, whilst
wildlife enthusiasts were rewarded with sightings
of oryx, springbok, ostrich, steenbok and brown
hyaena. Seals were spotted swimming at the
Orange river mouth and sleeping on the shore,
whilst returning Lesser Flamingos and Great
White Pelicans provided a spectacle for birdwatchers. More than 160 different bird species
were seen in the area during 2017; a local bird
checklist is available at the Tourism Information
Centre and it will shortly be accessible on the
OMD 2030 website: http://www.omd2030.com
Come and see what riches Oranjemund has to offer,
but please remember to take your litter away with you,
or put it in the bins provided so that others can also
appreciate our natural treasures.

Tsau //Khaeb (Sperrgebiet) National
Park: Tourism Concessions
The Tourism Development Plan for the Tsau //Khaeb
(Sperrgebiet) National Park is due to be signed off by
the Ministry of Environment and Tourism by the end
of March 2018, after which the first tourism
concessions will be given out, reported Mendes
Vinte, Field Coordinator of the Namparks 4 Project
when talking to OMD 2030 during January. What is
not yet clear is how the roll out of concessions will
take
place.
There
are
several
potential
concessionaires who wish to take advantage of this
unique opportunity and there are many tourists who
cannot wait to experience the magic of the
Sperrgebiet “forbidden area”. All
are keenly
anticipating the day their adventures can begin.

THE SPECTACULAR TSAU//KHAEB AWAITS VISITORS IN 2018

DESERT AGRICULTURE SUCCESS
Local Project Bears Fruit
The first fruit and vegetables have just been harvested
from a pilot agriculture project initiated by Namdeb
and supported by OMD 2030, as part of the town
transformation process.
Beetroot, spinach, beans, butternut, carrots,
pumpkins, lettuce, sweet melon and water melon are
among the crops that have been gathered. They are
all currently on sale in Oranjemund Spar, so if you
would like to sample some locally grown produce, fresh
from the field go to Spar and make your choice.
Seven months ago, Ettienne De Jager and his team of
six planted fifteen different crops in a 2ha plot on the
outskirts of Oranjemund, near to the Futree
Community Garden. Test plots were set up comparing
crops grown under different conditions. Some crops
were planted outside and others under nets, but all
were planted, nurtured and harvested by hand. Water
was supplied via sprayers and drip irrigation.
Initial results have been very promising, indicating that
desert agriculture has a future in the Oranjemund
area. Tunnels and nets can be put up where suitable
land is available, although windbreaks need to be
established first if crops are to be grown outside.

Winter crops are now about to be planted and
mushroom farming is also due to be explored.
Future plans for this project include: converting
fully to drip irrigation in order to become more
waterwise - which is better for the environment
and makes the crops more economical to
produce, expanding the total area that is planted
and constructing large tunnels to compare this
production method with the current ones.
The first crop was a bumper one and all surplus
fruit and vegetables have been donated to the
local schools and the soup kitchen. We would like
to congratulate everyone involved with the project
and look forward to more local produce being
available in the near future.

Left: AGRICULTURAL SITE, Right: ETTIENNE DE JAEGER HANDING OVER THE FIRST CROP TO ARTHUR CONRY FROM SPAR
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HELP ORANJEMUND BECOME NAMIBIAN
SMALL TOWN OF THE YEAR
Your Vote Counts
This newsletter has highlighted some of the exciting
events that are currently happening in Oranjemund.
We now need your help to make the rest of Namibia aware
of what a special place this is. Please vote for
Oranjemund as the Namibian Small Town of the Year
2018.
What you need to do :
• Between 5th and 16th February SMS “TOWN
ORANJEMUND” to 51500
• Encourage your friends and family from all over
Namibia to do the same
• Spread the word on all your social networks
Each SMS costs N$3.00 and only one vote is
permitted from each phone number. The towns
that receive the most votes will be announced on
22nd February, and will have an opportunity to
exhibit for free at this year’s Tourism Expo which
will be held in Windhoek from 30th May to 2nd June
2018. The ultimate winner will also receive a prize
of N$50,000 for the local schools.

Winning this prize would be a great opportunity for
Oranjemund to showcase our uniqueness, together
with our tourism potential and our other economic
investment options.

VOTE TODAY!

OMD 2030 INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT:
http://www.omd2030.com
http://oranjemund-tc.com
http://oranjemundradio.com
info@omd2030.com

Newsletter Editor – Sue Cooper : sue@omd2030.com
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram



+264 816522555

Come and visit us at the home of OMD 2030:
‘The Hub’, No. 18, 7th Avenue
(The house next door to the Museum)
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