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A QUARTERLY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

iTH
E

OMD 2030 is a community organisation whose aim is to assist residents to transform

Oranjemund into a town where citizens play an active role in building their own

community, and take pride in their collaborative and individual successes, as they

create an economically diverse and culturally rich town.

CARING ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY

Welcome to the final OMD 2030 newsletter of 2020.
As we head towards the end of what has been a very
difficult year, we would like to use this opportunity to
thank our health care workers, our retailers and
other service providers, our local volunteers and
the Oranjemund community members who worked
selflessly and tirelessly throughout 2020 to keep us
safe and healthy. You are all local heroes, and we
would not have remained a COVID-19-free community
for so long without your dedication.
The recent surge in COVID-19 cases, both locally and
nationally is cause for concern and we urge everyone to
remain vigilant and continue to follow the latest
guidelines. A summary of the most recent COVID-19
data is provided on page 2 of this newsletter.

Please do not take COVID-19 lightly. Cases in the
//Kharas Region are still rising. We therefore ask you to
be kind to yourselves and your community:

• PREPARE Follow official health guidelines
• CARE Look after yourself and others
• SHARE Pass on useful COVID-19 information

from reputable sources

COVID-19 does not respect gender, ethnicity, or
age. Any one of us could become infected if we do
not take precautions.

On a more positive note, this latest edition of The i

brings you all the latest OMD 2030 news and gives you
an early insight into some of the projects that we will be
launching in 2021.

Find out more inside

Page

News: OMD 2030 Covid-19 Updates                       2

News: Other OMD 2030 Updates                            3

People 6

Places 8

Projects 9                            

OMD 2030 Contact Information                             12

Wash Hands, Cover Face, Stay Safe
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THE  i-NEWS: COVID -19 UPDATES

Keeping our Community Safe

Kim Pitcher

During the last three months, OMD 2030 has
continued to support the local response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Supplies of affordable
facemasks that meet World Health Organisation
requirements remain on sale at the Hub and we have
ensured that the Tippy Taps situated throughout
Oranjemund have been regularly resupplied with liquid
soap. We do however, remain frustrated that data
about the number of current local cases is not made
available to the Oranjemund community. We believe
that publishing these data would alert the community
to the seriousness of the current situation, and would
help to sensitise them to the necessity of adhering to
the latest government regulations.

As this newsletter is being written (24/12/2020),
Namibia has just recorded the highest daily
number of COVID-19 cases (585) since the first
index cases were reported in March 2020. The
Lüderitz district (which contains Oranjemund)
recorded an average of 13 new cases per day during
November and December, and the average
percentage of people testing positive daily for
COVID-19 throughout Namibia has risen from 6%
in early November to 19% in late December
(Ministry of Health and Social Services (MoHSS)
data). The disease course throughout 2020 is
illustrated graphically below (World Health
Organisation (WHO) data: Accessed 21/12/2020). The
last data point for the week ending 20/12/20
demonstrates clearly, that the disease is currently
increasing at a very rapid rate within the country..

Weekly Number of Namibian COVID-19 

Cases and Deaths Reported to the WHO 

During 2020 
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Photography
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THE  i-NEWS: COVID-19 UPDATES

Mask Up Not Down

Kim Pitcher

If You Have These Symptoms: Dry cough, fever, breathing difficulties
DO NOT GO TO THE HOSPITAL OR THE CLINIC

Phone the Local Helpline: 063 238 111 or the National Hotline: 0800 100100 for further advice

In the last edition of this newsletter we warned
against the dangers of ‘Covid Fatigue’. We
repeat this warning here. It is clear that Namibia is
now in the second wave of the disease, and if it
follows the same pattern shown by other countries
that are already in the middle of the second wave,
this time the situation will be far more serious
than the first wave. The government regulations
are in place. It is up to us to follow them. We must
protect our community by: not gathering in
groups of more than 50 people; wearing our
masks; washing our hands frequently with
soap and water, or sanitiser; continuing to
practice social distancing, and adhering to the
curfew times by not moving outside our homes
between 21:00 and 04:00. Following these
simple rules may just help to save your life, the
lives of your family and friends and the lives of
other community members Let’s look after our
community. Be safe and help keep others safe.

Wash HANDS

Cover FACES

Maintain SPACES

THE  i-NEWS: NIGHT MARKET CHEER

Early Festive Fun for All
Our last Night Market of 2020 provided an
ideal opportunity for people to begin to wind
down and anticipate the fun and family time
that the December holiday season brings.
As usual, there were many different food and
drink options available for sampling. The festive
music supplied by Marjory Cloete was enjoyed
by all and it was encouraging to see the
selection of local crafts that were on display. We
hope that the number of stalls showcasing local
products continues to increase during 2021.

Support Local, Buy Local!
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THE i: OMD 2030  NEWS
Night Market Memories

Andy Garrison
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THE i-NEWS: DISCOVER THE UNDISCOVERED

Oranjemund Exhibit Wins Top Tourism Award

Shanna Rae Groenewald

The Oranjemund Town tourism exhibit at the
recently held Namibian Tourism Exhibition (NTE)
won a gold award from the organisers, Namibia
Media Holdings. The award recognised the
attractiveness of the display and the level of
engagement that took place at the stall
throughout the event.

During 2019, over 1,595,000 tourists entered
Namibia, which generated N$ 15 billion for the
Namibian economy. Tourism was however almost
completely wiped out during the first few months of
2020 when COVID-19 began to inflict heart-breaking
health and economic devastation world-wide.

Over 130, 000 Namibians depend on tourism for
economic survival and Oranjemund’s fledgling
tourism industry has not been immune to the
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Accommodation establishments, activity providers
and restaurants have all been affected, as have
indirect tourism service providers such as local retail
outlets.

Hospitality and tourism have been identified as key
areas for economic diversification within the
Oranjemund Town Transformation Strategy. For this
reason, the three major town transformation
stakeholders, Oranjemund Town Council (OTC),
OMDis and OMD 2030 attended the NTE, where they
jointly promoted the town and reinforced the message
that Oranjemund is an ideal destination for business
and tourism.

There really is no better place to relax, unwind and
escape the stress of daily life than this most south-
westerly point of Namibia. “Take me to
Oranjemund. My soul needs to breathe.”

NTE Backdrop Banner

Award Winners (L to R): Sue Cooper (OMD 2030),
Fana Uises (OTC) Ronel van der Merwe, Tony
Bessinger, Ettienne de Jager and Meameno
Vatileni (All OMDis).
Other team members not present in this
photograph:
Debbie Virting (OMD 2030), Jason Ndipwashimwe,
Ben Kahuika (OTC), Aumama Kamundjendjere
(OMDis)

Before the Expo Started: The
Oranjemund Exhibit, Ready for Action
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THE i-NEWS: OMD 2030 PEOPLE

Mercy Isaacs – Cooking up a Storm at The Hub

Everyone in Oranjemund knows ‘Aunty
Mercy’. A smiling hard working entrepreneur,
who loves what she does best; preparing
delicious home-made food and braaivleis for
her Oranjemund community customers.
OMD 2030 recently caught up with her for a chat,
at the end of what was a busy, exciting, but
difficult twelve months. The year, however, did
end on a high note as a result of a pitching
competition she was encouraged to enter by
SMEs Compete and OMDis. This interview
describes Aunty Mercy’s 2020 COVID-19
Journey.

Tell us a little about yourself and how you
came to stay in Oranjemund.
I am originally from South Africa, but moved to
Lüderitz many years ago. I have three children
and three grandchildren. My husband passed
away in 2009 and I then became the only
breadwinner for my family. I registered my
business, Ann Merc Catering and started selling
food from home. There was a lot of competition in
Lüderitz however, and it did not feel like a safe
place to bring up my children. My sister was
already in Oranjemund and she suggested I
move here.

Night Market Regular: Mercy at December’s 
Festive Market

Pitching to victory in Lüderitz
(Photo credit: Meameno Vitaleni) 

How did you start your business in Oranjemund?
I arrived in Oranjemund in 2010 and immediately
restarted my business from home. I am someone who
needs to be active and keep myself busy and so,
before long I was taking two bags of vetkoek,
sandwiches, pizzas and fish cakes around all the
offices in Oranjemund every day. I must have walked
over 8km on a daily basis, selling my home-cooked
food to local people. I also started braaiing outside
Woolworths and PEP, but had difficulties with finding
a permanent base to work from that satisfied Allied
Services and the Town Council.

I carried on selling from home and braaiing where I
was able to, and took part in all the community
events, including the Town Opening. I was very
grateful when OMD 2030 started the Night Markets at
The Hub. This really helped me, as it brought many
new customers to me and I really enjoy meeting new
people and providing good quality food for them to
eat. My heart and love is in my work and it gives me
great pleasure to see other people enjoying the food
that I have prepared.

In 2019, I started selling food at The Hub on a regular
basis, every Friday. To start with, business was slow,
but it had started picking up when the COVID-19
struck. From September 2020 I started braaiing at
The Hub every week. My customer base is now
getting bigger and I have a partner who is helping my
business to grow.
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THE i: OMD 2030 PEOPLE

My COVID-19 Journey - continued

Shanna Rae Groenewald

Regular Braai-Spot.
Mercy can be found every Friday and 

Saturday at the Hub
(Photo credit: Sheena Swartz)

How did COVID-19 affect your business?
To start with, it was difficult to make ends meet,
as there were very few customers around.
People were not leaving their houses and I had
very little money available to buy new stock.
In September, when I started with the regular
braai slots, business did begin to pick up a
little. I did everything that I could to survive.
Joining the OMDis and SMEs Compete
Small Business Training Programme was a
big help to me and I would encourage other
people to make use of this. I have taken part
in training about Human Resources and pricing
and costing. It was during one of these
sessions that I was introduced to the ‘Pitching
For Business Recovery’ competition.
In recent months I have entered into a
business partnership with Arsenio Mouton and
I now employ two other people to help me with
food preparation.

Tell us more about the Pitching for Business
Recovery competition
The aim of the competition was to give a
presentation to a panel of judges about why my
business would benefit from being mentored and
receiving financial assistance. I have never taken
part in anything like this before and I was very
nervous, but I decided to give it a try. Several small
business owners from Oranjemund travelled to
Lüderitz for the competition. Once we arrived we
were given training and help with putting our pitches
together. I was very much outside my comfort zone
during the competition, but I was proud of myself
afterwards, and as a result of my pitch I was given a
grant of N$7000 towards buying stock for my
business.

Looking forward to the future, what do you wish
for in 2021?
I hope with God’s grace, that my business will
continue to grow and that I can help more people by
employing more staff. I would like our community to
continue to support small local businesses and I wish
that we can all work together and respect one
another.
I really appreciate the support that OMD 2030 and
OMDis have given me. They have been there for me
the whole time and I would like to continue working
with them in the future.

Aunty Mercy doing what she does best
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THE i: OMD 2030 PLACES

Hohenfels – Free Camping for All

One of the objectives of OMD 2030 is to be a
voice to, of and for the Oranjemund
community. We are also actively involved in
promoting tourism within the local area and
have been in active dialogue with the Ministry of
Environment Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) for
over two years to ensure that all local tourism
operators have an equal opportunity to apply
for concessions in the Tsau //Khaeb
(Sperrgebiet) National Park (TKNP) once they
are advertised.

During October 2020 we were approached for
assistance by several community members,
who were concerned that the Hohenfels campsite
(a designated tourism concession identified by
MEFT in the Tourism Development Plan for the
TKNP, published in October 2020), appeared to
have been awarded to a group of people, without
due process being observed. After confirming the
validity of these claims, it was clear that
unauthorised development was taking place in
the area. Together with OMDis and Namdeb,
OMD 2030 therefore made representations to
MEFT at local, regional and national levels, and
to the Regional Councillors Office, to ask for
clarity and to seek a resolution to this situation.
MEFT responded very quickly to our request, the
misunderstanding involving the developers at the
campsite was resolved and all clearing activities
in the area have now ceased. We would like to
thank the MEFT for their rapid response and for
assuring us that Hohenfels Campsite will
remain open to all the Oranjemund
community for recreational use at no charge,
until the Orange River Concession in the
TKNP is advertised and awarded. Concessions
will not be advertised before the second quarter
of 2021.
We are glad that the situation has been resolved
amicably. OMD 2030 is working very hard to
develop tourism locally and to ensure that all
our local Namibian Tourism Board Registered
tourism operators are able to apply for the
concessions when they become available in
the future.

Trygve Cooper

The Old Police Station at Hohenfels

MEFT have informed us that it is currently
dangerous to camp under the gum trees at
Hohenfels, as many are in danger of falling
down. Please be careful if you are visiting the
area.

The Concession Awards Process

Subject to the policy on Tourism and Wildlife
Concessions on State Lands, 2007, there are three
ways that the MEFT (as custodians of State Lands)
can award concessions in Namibia:
1. Reserved for communities that are resident in,

or neighbouring to Protected Areas;
2. Concessions made available by an open,

transparent and competitive tender process;
3. Concessions made available via auction.

Hohenfels forms part of the Orange River
Concession in the TKNP. Further details about
this concession can be found in the Tourism
Development Plan for the Tsau //Khaeb
(Sperrgebiet) National Park 2020/21 to 2029/30,
which is available at the local MEFT Office in
Oranjemund.

Once a concession application has been accepted,
the successful applicant must carry out an
Environmental Impact Assessment, obtain an
Environmental Clearance Certificate and put an
Environmental Management Plan in place, before
they can develop the area, or welcome visitors
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Andy Garrison

THE i: OMD 2030 PROJECTS

Town For Tomorrow
Oranjemund has become the first town in Namibia
to undergo an environmental sustainability audit.
The assessment was carried out by Eco Awards
Namibia, an internationally accredited organisation that
completes regular evaluations on tourism
establishments throughout Namibia.
During the audit, Oranjemund was assessed in nine
different categories. Much of the assessment was based
around the environmental and social obligations that
Oranjemund Town Council (OTC) has towards the town
and its inhabitants. The role of community members in
ensuring that our town maintains its conservation and
sustainability focus, also played a key role in the final
mark awarded at the end of the audit.
Overall, Oranjemund achieved a mark of 68% and
was therefore eligible for an award of two desert
flowers, out of a possible total of five. This was an
extremely creditable effort for a first assessment.
OTC are to be commended for their bravery in being the
first local authority in the country to volunteer to be
assessed in this manner.
The scores received for each assessment category are
illustrated below.

Charles Kakuru (OTC) and Sue Cooper (OMD
2030), after receiving the Eco Awards
Certificate at the Namibia Tourism Expo

Reducing, re-using or recycling waste; cutting
down on water and energy consumption;
using renewable energy; not dropping litter;
and being responsible pet owners by caring
for our animals and not allowing them to roam
the streets, are just some ways in which all of
us can become involved in this project during
2021. Together we can work towards
making sure that Oranjemund truly is a
sustainable town; A Town For Tomorrow
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The town’s environmental sustainability journey is only
just beginning, however. During 2021, OMD 2030 will be
working with OTC to try to increase community
involvement with improving environmental standards
even further. Oranjemund is a great place to live, but
it can be even better if more people learn to take
care of their environment.
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Shanna Rae Groenewald

Andy Garrison

THE i: OMD 2030 PROJECTS

Town For Tomorrow - Recycling
Thank you to everyone that took part in our
recycling project this year. Even though two
of our sets of recycling bins were situated at
schools that were closed for part of the year, we
were able to recycle more waste during 2020
than in 2019 (3.5 tonnes in 2020; 3.0 tonnes in
2019). We hope that our community will
continue to support this important environmental
initiative and that we can increase the volume of
recycled waste even further during 2021. We
are also going to investigate efficient ways to
compost food waste. Currently, we are not able
to do recycle this, and we would like to remind
people to please do not leave any food waste
in our recycling bins. It encourages
scavengers, such as pied crows and jackals
in addition to causing potential public health
issues
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THE i: OMD 2030 PROJECTS

Town For Tomorrow – Brown Hyena Monitoring
OMD 2030 is excited to announce that
we will be launching another Citizenry
Science Project next year. We are
already involved with quarterly bird counts
in the Orange River Ramsar Site, and we
are now about to embark on a brown hyena
monitoring project in and around
Oranjemund, in partnership with the Brown
Hyena Research Programme.
The brown hyena is a Near Threatened
species that could become endangered, if
people do not treat the environment with
respect. They are are shy, mainly
nocturnal animals, that are primarily
scavengers, although they also prey on
seal pups along the Namibian coastline.
Oranjemund is a unique town in many
ways. One of the most well known, is that
we have oryx wandering through our
streets. A lesser known fact that makes
us unique, is that we are the only town
in the world that has brown hyena living
on its doorstep.

The objectives of this study are:
• To estimate the numbers of brown hyena in

Oranjemund
• To find out where their home ranges are within

the town boundaries
• To provide more information for community

members and visitors on the behaviour of brown
hyena in Oranjemund

• To gather information to help mitigate future
human-wildlife conflict issues

We will be using camera traps to identify and
monitor the animals and we are looking for people
(individuals or groups) to become an active part of
this ground-breaking project. Anyone who is
interested in helping us to design the study further,
or who is available to maintain, download and
process the data from one of the cameras can
contact us at sue@omd2030.com. We are also
looking for donations to help us supply batteries,
battery chargers and SD cards to each camera. If
you are able to help us in any way, please contact
us via email: sue@omd2030.com
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THE i: OMD 2030 PROJECT NEWS
Roots to Resilience

Andy Garrison

Building Back Better

Our women’s programme
continues to make a difference.
We held a very successful zoom
workshop at the start of
December, during which
participants reflected on their
progress to date and made
suggestions about topics they
would like to cover during 2021.
Habits, forgiveness, self respect, self
care, comfort zones, setting
boundaries and compassion are
some of the topics that have been
discussed during this year’s
programme. We eagerly anticipate
the new learnings that we will take
from the course during 2021.
OMD 2030 would like to extend our
thanks and gratitude to Salients, our
partner in this resilience journey and
we look forward to working together
again during 2021.

Following on from our successful
women’s resilience programme,
OMD 2030 is launching a coaching
programme for the men of
Oranjemund in January 2021. If you
are interested in becoming a male
reliance coach, please contact us by
email: info@omd203.com before
the end of December 2020.

And Finally.......

We would like to wish everyone a happy and enjoyable 
festive season.

For those of you leaving town, travel safely.
Happy Holidays!

mailto:sue@omd203.com
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THE i: OMD 2030 IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Contact us at:

STAFF

Sue sue@omd2030.com

Andy andy@omd2030.com

Debbie debbie@omd2030.com

Elmarie elmarie@omd2030.com

Emaigne emaigne@omd2030.com

Garaldine garaldine@omd2030.com

For general enquiries, please use info@omd2030.com

Newsletter enquiries: newsletter@omd2030.com

Websites:  http://www.omd2030.com

https://oranjemund-tourism.com

THE HUB

Address: 18, 7th Avenue, Oranjemund

P. O. Box 106, Oranjemund

Tel:   063 234 323

081 625 5407

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday

09:00 – 16:00

After hours:        081 625 5407

Follow us on Facebook,

Twitter & Instagram

The i was compiled and edited by Sue Cooper, OMD 2030 General Manager. All photo credits belong to OMD 2030,

unless stated otherwise.

THE i: COMMUNITY CORNER

A Final Word ALWAYS REMEMBER TO:

WASH HANDS
COVER FACE
STAY SAFE! 

▪ Fire/Ambulance (063) 235555

▪ Hospital Hotline (063) 238111

▪ Namdeb Security Ops (063) 236000

▪ Police (063) 232228

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

DIFFICULT ROADS OFTEN LEAD TO 

BEAUTIFUL DESTINATIONS

mailto:sue@omd2030.com
mailto:andy@omd2030.com
mailto:debbie@omd2030.com
mailto:elmarie@omd2030.com
mailto:emaigne@omd2030.com
mailto:garaldine@omd2030.com
mailto:info@omd2030.com
mailto:newsletter@omd2030.com
http://www.omd2030.com/
https://oranjemund-tourism.com/

